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Abstract:

Child sexual abuse is a form of child abuse in which a child is abused for the sexual gratification of an adult of older adolescent. In addition to direct sexual contact, child sexual abuse also occurs when an adult indecently exposes their genitalia to a child, asks or pressures a child to engage in sexual activities, displays pornography to a child, or uses a child to produce child pornography. Abuse happens when one person tries to control or hurt another. Abuse may be physical such as hitting, pushing or choking. Abuse can also be other things, like putting her down and making her feel worthless, or being possessive and jealous to stop her from speaking to friends or family. Forcing or tricking someone into doing sexual things is also abuse.
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A combination of individual, relational, community and societal factors contribute to the risk of child maltreatment. Although children are not responsible for the harm inflicted upon them, certain individual characteristics have been found to increase their risk of being maltreated. Protective factors are the opposite of risk factors and may lessen the risk of child maltreatment. Protective factors exist at individual, relational, community, and societal levels. It is well known that abusive parents often report having been physically, sexually or emotionally abused as children. However, there are parents who have not been abused as children who become abusive, as well as parents who have abused as children and do not abuse their own children. Characteristics identified in some abusive parents include : low self esteem, low intelligence, hostility, increase loneliness, anxiety, depression, apathy, fear of rejection, narcissism, immaturity, dependency, distrust, stress, alcohol abuse.
Objectives
1. To study the socio-economic status of the child.

2. To assess the causes of social abuse and factors responsible for social abuse on late childhood girls.

Methodology

The study was conducted in Kanpur district. Ten schools (five Hindi and five English medium) randomly selected. 240 late childhood girls in age group (9 – 12 years) were selected in this study area (120 Hindi and 120 English medium). Dependent and independent variables such as age, education, caste, religion, family type, social abuse, child abuse, causes, feeling, reaction and media used. Statistical tools are used such as percentage, arithmetic mean, rank, standard deviation, chi-square and correlation coefficient.

Results

Table 1 Distribution of late childhood girls according to age group   

	S.No.
	Age-group
	Hindi medium
	English medium
	Total

	1.
	  9 to 10 year
	  24 (20.0)
	  21 (17.5)
	  45 (18.8)

	2.
	10 to 11 year
	  40 (33.3)
	  38 (31.7)
	  78 (32.5)

	3.
	11 to 12 year
	  56 (46.7)
	  61 (50.8)
	117 (48.7)

	
	Total
	120 (100.0)
	120 (100.0)
	240 (100.0)

	
	χ2
	0.465                            P > 0.05


( Figures in parentheses denotes percentage value )

Parents in current scenario face the possibility that someone they know or don’t know may hurt or take advantage of their child. Very young children as well as older teenager are victimized. Almost all of these children will be abused by someone they know and trust a relative, family friend or a caretaker. Child abuse does not discriminate against a child because of age, sex, race, religion or socio-economic background. Any girls can fall victim to this sometimes a silent problem.
Table 2 Types of abuse in late childhood girls

	Type of abuse
	Always
	Sometimes
	Never
	Scores
	Rank

	Physical abuse
	174 (72.5)
	39 (16.2)
	27 (11.3)
	2.61
	I

	Emotional abuse
	156 (65.0)
	56 (23.3)
	28 (11.7)
	2.53
	II

	Sexual abuse
	  69 (28.7)
	88 (36.7)
	83 (34.6)
	1.94
	IV

	Neglect abuse
	  96 (40.0)
	76 (31.7)
	68 (28.3)
	2.12
	III


( Figures in parentheses denote percentage value )
Child abuse may be sexual, physical or emotional in nature. Depending on various factors and situations, child abuse mars a child for life and may impede their progress and lifestyle. Child abuse can be caused by parents (mother or father) relatives or even friends of the child. A number of girl’s childhood abuse cases have been found to have occurred in institutions revolving around kids, like schools, residential schools, churches and homes. Physical abuse also plays an important part in deciding how the child grows up to be. Physical abuse can be repeated injuries and beatings, kickings, burns and other forms of torture. Physical abuse is one of the most easily recognized child abuses as it is can be easily made out by the markings and bruises on the body of the child.
Table 3 Protective factors responsible for social abuse on late childhood girls

	Sl. No.
	Protective factors
	High responsible
	Medium responsible
	Low responsible
	χ2

	
	
	Father 
	Mother
	Father
	Mother
	Father
	Mother
	

	1.
	Household rules and monitoring
	65 (27.1)
	82 (34.2)
	38 (15.8)
	39 (16.2)
	  6        (  2.5)
	10        (  4.2)
	0.970

	2.
	Health care and social services
	71 (29.6)
	56 (23.3)
	41 (17.1)
	36 (15.0)
	20        (  8.3)
	16        ( 6.7)
	0.142

	3.
	Caring adults outside family
	60 (25.0)
	76 (31.7)
	43 (17.9)
	31 (12.9)
	20        (  8.3)
	10        (  4.2)
	7.016*

	4.
	Parents responsible for preventive abuse
	59 (24.6)
	83 (34.6)
	48 (20.0)
	30 (12.5)
	12        (  5.0)
	  8 (3.3)
	8.994*

	5.
	Adequate housing
	46 (19.2)
	92 (38.3)
	27 (11.2)
	48 (20.0)
	17        (  7.1)
	10 (4.2)
	8.563*


( Figures in parentheses denote percentage value )

There are also community related risk factors it has been noted that much child abuse stems from areas with high crime rates, high poverty levels, high unemployment and a lack of social services. The stress of living without daily basics such as food, shelter and clothing or even medical care create a stressful environment as well as the fear of living in an area plagued with criminal activity. Lack of community and family support has been known to contribute to the occurrence of child abuse. A family with many young children, unwanted pregnancy or the stress that comes with caring for a new infant can also be a challenging environment that contributes to the risk of child abuse.
Table 4 Parental factors responsible for social abuse on late childhood girls

	Sl. No.
	Parental factors
	High responsible
	Medium responsible
	Low responsible
	χ2

	
	
	Father 
	Mother
	Father
	Mother
	Father
	Mother
	

	1.
	Parental employment
	93 (38.7)
	22        (  92.2)
	29 (12.1)
	18        (  7.5)
	50 (20.8)
	28 (11.7)
	  9.293*

	2.
	Parental history of domestic abuse
	88 (36.7)
	26 (10.8)
	36 (15.0)
	35 (14.6)
	35 (14.6)
	20        (  8.3)
	13.947*

	3.
	Parental negative interactions
	89 (37.1)
	38 (15.8)
	28 (11.7)
	26 (10.8)
	39 (16.2)
	20        (  8.3)
	  5.575*

	4.
	Parental stress, depression and mental poor health
	66 (27.5)
	72 (30.0)
	39 (16.2)
	23        (  9.6)
	30 (12.5)
	10        (  4.2)
	10.809*

	5.
	Parents lack of knowledge of child needs and development
	57 (23.7)
	74 (30.8)
	24 (10.0)
	38 (15.8)
	28 (11.7)
	19        (  7.9)
	  5.117


( Figures in parentheses denote percentage value )

Single parents may be at higher risk due to higher stressors and, in many instances, lower income, although single parents do not necessarily have lower income than some two-parent households in which only one parent works outside of the home. Parent difficulty severe depression, mental illness and substances abuse can also physically and psychologically impair a parent’s ability to care of a child. Child abuse is an act that is intended to harm or endanger emotional or physical development of a child. It also includes the acts of negligence towards child.
Table 5. Family factors responsible for social abuse on late childhood girls

	Sl. No.
	Family factors
	High responsible
	Medium responsible
	Low responsible
	χ2

	
	
	Father 
	Mother
	Father
	Mother
	Father
	Mother
	

	1.
	Lack of family cohesion
	102 (42.5)
	44 (18.3)
	22      (  9.2)
	28 (11.7)
	31 (12.9)
	13        (  5.4)
	11.704*

	2.
	Social isolation of family
	82 (34.2)
	33 (13.7)
	56 (23.3)
	20        (  8.3)
	35 (14.6)
	14        (  5.8)
	 0.142

	3.
	Family disorganization dissolution and violence
	92 (38.3)
	40 (16.7)
	66 (27.5)
	25 (10.4)
	10 (4.2)
	  7 (2.9)
	  1.294

	4.
	Unstable family relationship
	76 (31.7)
	36 (15.0)
	50 (20.8)
	32 (13.3)
	36 (15.0)
	10 (4.2)
	  4.026

	5.
	Unsupportive family environment
	68 (28.3)
	43 (17.9)
	33 (13.7)
	28 (11.7)
	40 (16.7)
	28 (11.7)
	  0.834


( Figures in parentheses denotes percentage value )

31.7 per cent respondents giving high responsible for father to unstable family relationship and 20.8 per cent father were medium responsible for same factor. Stressful life events and conditions such as poverty, unemployment, inadequate housing and a violent social milieu are prominent factors in the environmental context of a family.

Table 6. Risk factors for social abuse on late childhood girls

	Sl. No.
	Risk factors
	High responsible
	Medium responsible
	Low responsible
	χ2

	
	
	Father 
	Mother
	Father
	Mother
	Father
	Mother
	

	1.
	Disabilities or mental retardation in children
	68 (28.3)
	47 (19.6)
	36 (15.0)
	40 (16.7)
	28 (11.7)
	21 (8.7)
	2.672

	2.
	Poverty and other socio-economic factors 
	81 (33.7)
	29 (12.1)
	63 (26.2)
	33 (13.7)
	24 (10.0)
	10 (4.2)
	1.573

	3.
	Substance abuse in family
	92 (38.3)
	48 (20.0)
	52 (21.7)
	30 (12.5)
	12 (5.0)
	6   (2.5)
	0.144

	4.
	Young, single non-biological parents
	42 (17.5)
	63 (26.2)
	40 (16.7)
	30 (12.5)
	39 (16.2)
	26 (10.8)
	8.212

	5.
	Community violence
	73 (30.4)
	42 (17.5)
	62 (25.8)
	49 (20.4)
	9   (3.7)
	5    (2.1)
	1.481


( Figures in parentheses denote percentage value )
Many risk factors are responsible on child abuse phenomena, among which; community and social factors, age and sex. Numerous studies across many countries have shown a strong association between poverty and child maltreatment.
Conclusion

Finally, family context is not an isolated entity. On the contrary, it is both a tributary and an active agent, direct or indirect, of its socio-economic and cultural environment, through the influences and transactions maintained with that environment. It is for this reason that the wider context will be analysed and described.
Recommendation 

(a) Principles and criteria orienting parental training programmes. Change in parental behaviour, through training programmes, has been one of the most frequently-used strategies for the prevention of physical abuse and abandonment. Most of the programmes that aim to improve parental capacity or competence are based on a series of principles and conditions which, after a review of the relevant literature.
(b) Training of children and adolescents. Child and adolescent training programmes are primarily aimed at protecting children from abuse and from the attacks of other children, promoting alternative behaviour to aggression, preventing unwanted pregnancies and preventing sexual abuse. These are basically personal security programmes providing children with instruction and training on how to discriminate normal from improper body contact (caresses, etc.), a good secret from a bad one, how to identify risky situations, and how to protect themselves from sexual aggression.
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